Fayette County Public Library Collection Development Policy:
Local Authors


The library wishes to support local authors and to recognize local literary and creative efforts. In an effort to make this work available to the residents of Fayette County and the patrons of the Fayette County Public Library, a Local Author Collection has been added to the library.

Every attempt is made to acquire titles by local Fayette County authors that have been published by mainstream publishers. These items are cataloged, visible in the public catalog, and can be checked-out by any Georgia PINES library card holder. 

For an item (including a local author’s item) to be cataloged and added to the circulating collection, it must meet the requirements outlined in the library’s collection development policy and at least one of the criteria listed below:
· Be available for purchase through the library’s book vendors
· Be reviewed by one of the following professional reviewers:
· Booklist
· School Library Journal
· Kirkus Reviews
· Publisher’s Weekly
· Library Journal
· The author has participated in one of the library’s hosted author events such as the Emerging Writers Showcase

If you would like the library to purchase an item to add to its circulating collection, you can submit a purchase request as a patron and it will be evaluated according to the general collection development policy.

As with all library materials, the library will apply the same inclusion and retention guidelines as stated in the library’s collection development policy. The library reserves the right to include or exclude any title from the collection. 

Because self-published titles are usually not available for purchase through the library’s book vendors, most are not cataloged and added to the library’s collection. Instead, the self-published materials of local authors are available for browsing and honor-system borrowing among patrons of the Fayette County Public Library. 

To be considered for addition to the Local Author Collection, an item must meet the basic criteria of the Library’s Collection Development Policy.





General Rules

1. To have your work [considered for placement] placed in the Local Author Collection, you must be a current or former resident of Metropolitan Atlanta, or the setting of your work must be in Georgia.
2. The item must be professionally bound (no stapled papers, no binders, etc.). The library is only accepting printed books for this collection (no CDs, DVDs, eBooks, etc.).
3. The item must be in new condition.
4. All items in the Local Author Collection must be donated. The library does not purchase titles for this collection.
5. Fill out the required application. Submit the application and a donated copy of your item to the Director of the Fayette County Public Library.
6. The donated item will be considered for the Local Author Collection based on our selection criteria and may or may not be added. If the donated item is selected for inclusion, it will be labeled with a “Local Author” sticker and placed alphabetically by author’s last name in the Local Author Collection. If the donated item is not selected for inclusion, the Library Director will notify you via the contact information provided on your application. You will then have 14 days to pick up the item. If the item is not picked up within 14 days, it will be given to the Friends of the Fayette County Public Library and will no longer be able to be returned to you. 
7. If the donated item is not selected for inclusion, the Library Director will include a brief reason as to why the item cannot be added. 
8. The Library Director nor any of the library staff will meet with you to discuss critical or editorial issues of your work and we cannot provide professional reviews, promotion, or marketing of your work, whether your item is included in the collection or not.
9. Books in the Local Author Collection may become damaged or go missing. Authors will not be informed if this situation occurs. If the author wishes, a second donated copy may be accepted to replace a damaged or missing copy.
10. Books donated to the Local Author Collection become the property of the Library, which has the prerogative to keep or dispose of the item.
11. Authors may donate up to three titles per year. 
